
Hillel Yeshiva Seminar
Focuses on Hesed

One Friday afternoon, 150Hillel Yeshiva High Schoolstudents, faculty and alumnigathered together at a beauti-ful hotel ready to enjoy a fantasticShabbat seminar weekend together.The event started off with the hyster-ical antics of comedian JoelChasnoff. 

The seminar is designed to pro-vide a wonderful, spiritual and funShabbat experience for all whoattend. Camaraderie and unityamong the students is strengthenedand positive relationships are fos-tered with faculty attendees. One ofthe most exciting aspects of theseminar is the return of past gradu-ates who serve as role models andadvisors to the students. This year,the yeshiva was proud to have thefollowing alumni join us for whatproved to be an inspirationalShabbat: Rachel Chemtob, David I.Cohen, Ralph Kassin, RafeSerouya, Ilana Snyder and ElliotTabush.The goal of the seminar was forstudents to be able to think and

learn in a more social, less struc-tured environment. The theme ofthis year’s seminar was hesed.Hesed has always been very impor-tant to Rabbi Victor Gindi, the Dealcommunity and the high school.

Morris Sutton, a major supporter ofSEAD, presented programs thatmotivated the students to under-stand and re-evaluate their commit-ment to hesed by joining several
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hesed committees. With the newname of Hillel’s Angels, severalgroups were formed to serve thelocal community: After-schoolHousehold Helpers, Visiting theSick, Food Pantry Collection andStocking, the High School BloodDrive and a TransportationCommittee. All these initiativesserve to support the hesed needs ofthe community.What would a seminar be with-out Shabbat zemirot (songs), circlesand Dvrei Torah (Torah discus-sions)? Under the auspices of grad-uates Steven Beyda and JoeyBouganim, who have an amazingamount of ruah, everyone was ableto participate in a meaningful, mov-ing and fun Shabbat experience. And what would a seminar bewithout a little humor? This year,Albert Tawil, Raymond Chalme andYvette Halawani outdid themselveswith a video presentation and hys-terical comedy routines. Rabbi YitziGlicksman and his band providedthe non-stop music. There is nothinglike seeing faculty, advisors and stu-dents bonding while dancing to con-tagious Jewish/Israeli music. Of course, no one went hungry.The delicious Shabbat meals andmotzei Shabbat pizza, baked zitiand ice cream were provided byDavid Pearlman of ExecutiveCaterers. But the hit this year wasthe fresh popcorn cart.With the dawn of Sunday morn-ing, the seminar drew to a close witha pre-fast breakfast and sunriseminyan. Inspired, enthusiastic andperhaps a little tired, studentsboarded the busses that would bringthem home—while already planningnext year’s seminar and talkingabout implementing the hesed pro-grams that were created this year.�
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