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Senate Adds $5M
for Non-Profits and

Religious Institutions
BY JEWISH VOICE STAFF

After Bronx Bomb Plot Was Thwarted,
Gillibrand Urged Greater Federal
Investment in Letter to Homeland Security
Subcommittee. 

A n Increase in Federal Funding from $15
Million to $20 Million Will Provide
Synagogues, Churches, Community

Centers with Additional Resources to Protect
Against The Threat of Terrorist Attacks 

Washington, D.C. –U.S. Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand today announced the U.S. Senate
passed the Homeland Security Appropriations
Bill that included an additional $5 million
dollars in federal anti-terror funding to help
safeguard civil, religious and community
institutions from terrorist attack, for a total of
$20 million in federal resources. Funding last
year for The Urban Area Security Initiative
(UASI) non-profit program was an insuffi-
cient $15 million. Senator Gillibrand worked
hard for these federal dollars to help prevent
New York City religious and cultural institu-
tions. In New York State alone, only 55 of 137
applications were able to receive any funding
at all.

“These federal dollars will arm our non-
profits with the resources they need to guard
us from attacks and keep us safe,” Senator
Gillibrand said. “No New Yorker, or
American, should ever have to live and wor-
ship in fear of being targeted because of who
they are or what they believe. But as New
York City’s places of faith, worship and com-
munity gatherings continue to be targeted by
hatred, we need to step up our efforts to pro-
tect them.”

In response to the May arrests of four
attempted terrorists targeting two Jewish syn-
agogues in New York City, Senator Gillibrand
wrote to the Senate Subcommittee on
Homeland Security calling for greater feder-
al investments for the Urban Area Security
Initiative (UASI) non-profit program to
guard New York City’s civil, religious and
community institutions against threats of ter-
rorist attacks.

BY SOPHIA FRANCO

As a community, we are pretty
predictable. Mostly, the men go to
work and the women take care of the
kids (although that is changing
more often than not these days). We
exercise, go to lunches, dinners, par-
ties, meetings, fundraisers but most-
ly, we worry about our children,
doing everything and anything to
make their lives just a little bit bet-
ter than ours.

Culture, on the other hand, has taken
a back seat for most of us. Now I
can hear your growls…don’t yell at

me here! I know this is not true across the
board, but admit it. We live in New York
and I bet half of you haven’t been in a
museum in the last year. When we go to
Paris we spend more time in Chanel and
Dior than we do in the Louvre. Say that I’m
wrong, I dare you.

This year, for the Hillel Yeshiva
fundraiser, Sally and Ralph Tawil changed
that, at least for a few days. From the start
it was clear that this event was going to be

BY JEWISH VOICE STAFF

As United States Internal Revenue
Service investigations into Swiss
banking giant UBS drag on, the rip-
ple effects of suspected offshore tax
evasion is influencing an ever-grow-
ing number of Swiss banking institu-
t ions. Fear of scrutiny by U.S.
authorities is evident as even smaller
private Swiss banks begin to termi-
nate or restrict cross-border U.S.
business. The massive UBS has also
conf irmed that it no longer handles
retail accounts in Switzerland for
U.S.-based individuals.  Its offshore
division closed last year.

A U.S. government suit filed against
UBS February 19, 2009 has resulted
in this caution.  The suit alleges that

the bank and its customers have conspired to
defraud the IRS and he U.S. government of
legitimately owed tax revenue. The suit, also
known as the “John Doe” summons, orders
UBS to reveal the identities of approximately
52,000 American clients;  current Swiss
financial privacy protect such information
from disclosure. Previously, UBS did allow
authorities to access select accounts, actions
which did not infringe on client confidential-
ity codes.

Should it select to refuse the sum-
mons outright, UBS will face major
repercussions as the bank exposes itself
and its senior executives to possible

Please turn to page 42

A Cultural Experienceƒ
Fine Art Fundraiser
Aids Hillel Yeshiva
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Lawyers for UBS leave a U.S Federal Court in Miami  following a
judge•s orders to delay the start of a trial where UBS would have to
reveal the identities of thousands of Americans suspected of using the
bank to evade taxes.
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spectacular. Accompanying the hand deliv-
ered invitation designed by The Paper Moon
was a beautiful coffee table book on Art and
Artists. Aware that their intended audience
would require some tutelage, this was the
perfect way to warm them up for the lesson
to come. Then, turning their home on
Elberon Avenue into a virtual museum, the
Tawils ensured that the most exquisite and
rare works of art both painted and sculpted
made their way here to our little summer
enclave and drew a crowd that was both
amazed and generous. 

 R!""!#$C%
As pioneers, the committees that run

Hillel have been building from scratch
since the day that they opened. Young,
innovative and always creative, they
have been at the forefront of fundraising
from day one. Beginning with the very
f irst Chinese Auction so many years
ago, to the hundreds of events, bake
sales and raffles that have followed,
Hillel never disappoints. The past few
years have brought us an incredible 50th
Anniversary Dinner in honor of the
Ashkenazi family, an Alumni Dinner
second to none, a Benefactor Luncheon
Event that amazed all in attendance, and
so many more remarkable new ways to
fundraise.

Always looking for a new angle,
Sammy Saka, the Yeshiva’s President,
and Ralph Tawil and Isaac Massry,
members of the Board of Directors,
decided that this year they would awe
the people with something new and
unusual…something they’d never seen
before. They wanted a real show-
case…and they got it. With the help of a
few key people in the art world, master-
pieces from world-renowned artists dec-
orated the walls of one of the most
exquisite homes in the area. The result,
a night of splendor, rich with education
and beauty.
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In this new economy, one might shy

away from grand purchases such as
paintings or sculptures and yet, in the
last twenty years art has retained its
value stronger than real estate, stock
and most business ventures. For this
event, Hillel brings in the f inest of the
lot with tremendous gratitude to both
the Mugrabi family and Eddie and Sue
Mishan. The Mugrabis attend about 100
art auctions annually, approximately
one every three days.  Some say they
own the largest and most valuable pri-
vate collections of art in the world with
over 3,000 works of art worth perhaps a
billion dollars. When asked to explain
why they are buying, Alberto Mugrabi
explains, “When the empires fall "
Roman, Greek " all that is left is the
art.” 

“Art in itself is a social commen-
tary,” explain Sue and Eddie Mishan,
both Hillel parents and art dealers, “It is
an expression of a person’s cultural
experiences, without having anything to
do with their business or family… it is
its own language, like music or archi-
tecture…it may make you thoughtful,
sad, happy or sensitive, but good or bad,
art always makes you feel.” 
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Throughout the majestic home works

valued between $10,000 and $800,000
dollars graciously brought in by the
Mugrabis light up almost every square

inch. Watercolors by Marc Chagall,
sculptures by Keith Haring, oils by
Jean-Michel Basquiat, acrylics by

Richard Prince, silkscreen by Kenny
Sharf, canvases by Damian Hirst and
even diamond dust by Andy Wharhol…

The atmosphere is breathing opulence
and taste. Somehow it is clear that the
art is bigger than we are.

To top it off, our very own communi-
ty artist, Irene Mamiye overwhelms the
crowd with her extraordinary photo-
graphs. According to reviews, “Irene
Mamiye gives life to a painterly quality
in the language of abstract expression-
ism. … The contrast of incandescence
with a composition of bold, sensuous
lines - echoing Pollock, Rothko, and the
New York school philosophy that has
inspired the artist - has an absorbing
effect, which is intensif ied by the mas-
sive scale of the images.” To the layman,
they are bright and happy, f illed with
movement and light…just fabulous!
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As if that were not enough, the entire

second floor is f illed with more. Israeli
Impressionist oils on canvas brought in
by Avi Polanski are a breathtaking view
on biblical events, Jewish life and mod-
ern religious sites. Downstairs, sterling
surrounds and astounds us with its intri-
cate construction and magnif icent pres-
entation. Swed Masters Workshop and
Shuki Freiman impress us with their
cool, modern Judaica, from challah
boards to menorahs to wine cups.
Combining ancient tradition and style to
create modern, functional, ritual art of
exceptional quality, each item is created
like a puzzle to keep you guessing and
admiring for many years to come. 

In the library, there is more to
behold. Torah scrolls, Megilot, and
every case imaginable from Judaica
Illuminations impresses and intrigues
us. It is clear; from silverware to illumi-
nated manuscripts, from Ketuba to
Parochet, here in the Tawil home there
is Judaica for every occasion.
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To complete the experience, Ralph

invited Josh Schupak, an exclusive deal-
er of kosher wines. Situated on the sec-
ond floor balcony overlooking the
incredible backyard is a bar stocked
with the f inest of the f inest. As the
crowd enjoys the delectable red, white
and rose, they look below take in the
speeches, the honors and the announce-
ments of so many generous pledges. 

On a breezy summer evening, what
could be more luxurious than browsing
around a most beautiful home, enjoying
a delicious glass of premium wine,
ogling a handpicked selection of this
century’s f inest art, and knowing that all
of this is to benef it the school you care
about most? This is truly, “Over the
top.”
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With people thanked, awards given,

and donations made, the evening is
complete, but the story is not. Charlotte
Cohen, event coordinator and Hillel par-
ent has worked hand in hand with the
school for over 30 years bringing us the
most fantastic and meticulous experi-
ences in fundraising. Asked what her
inspiration is, she explains, “The suc-
cess of my children and grandchildren is
due in most part to Hillel. It goes full
circle, what we put in, we get out.” 

“What inspires me? The children and
their needs. Three years ago, a new
baseball f ield, two years ago, a new
indoor playground, last year, a new state
of the art outdoor playground. This year
we are in such need, all monies will go
directly towards f inancial crisis. We

A Cultural Experience...Fine Art Fundraiser Aids Hillel Yeshiva
Continued from cover

Sally and Ralph Tawil join forces with their aunt, Charlotte Cohen, to
create an evening to remember.

Ralph Tawil and his wife Julie, so proud, enjoy a beautiful evening in
his grandon's home to benefit Hillel.

Sammy Saka, Morris Franco, Isaac Masry work together to ensure
our children•s bright and successful future.
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have to be creative. We have to show the
rest of the community what we do and
who we are... We have been blessed with
the Saka family. Their leadership, sup-
port and commitment are indescribable.
I am so proud to be a part of this family
and the education that they provide; my
loyalty will always be with Hillel.” 
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Charlotte is not the only “family”

member walking tall. Dr. Gayle Krost, a
Hillel graduate and valedictorian, mom
of four, and board member for f ifteen
years, is magnif icently recognized in a
speech made by her brother Jeffrey, “On
top of managing a home, caring for her
family and running a busy Endodontic
practice, she took on the role of
Chairman of the Board of Education for

Hillel. Not only has she taken on the
role, but with the help of her fellow
board members she has transformed our
Hillel into a model of academic excel-
lence that is essential for the success of
our children. She has successfully
reshaped our educational landscape and
it now serves as a model for others to
follow.”

According to Sammy Saka, Hillel
President, Gayle has single-handedly
helped to ignite and raise the level of
education at Hillel. According to Gayle,
it is most def initely a team effort.
“Hillel is such a big part of my life. I
feel like I was a part of something so
special, and I wanted to give that to my
kids. My involvement was so natural, to
be a part of it, to make it better, for me
it was like helping my family.”
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Gayle most def initely did help.

When Sammy became President six
years ago it began a new regime at the
school. He picked a new board includ-
ing Alan Shamah, Gayle, Abe Cohen,
and Isaac Massry among others.
Together, they set new goals hoping to
reverse a huge def icit, become f inan-
cially responsible and to provide a
seamless education from Nursery
through twelfth grade that was one they
could be proud of. They wanted to make
education better and with new blood,
new people and new energy it was clear
that they would succeed.

“I grew up differently,” Gayle
explains, “It was not, ‘Are you going to

college?’ For me, it was, ‘Where are you
going to college?’ Education was para-
mount in our home. I wanted to bring
that foundation to Hillel.” When Morris
Franco, longtime Hillel leader and
Chairman of the Board, asked Gayle to
become Chairman of the Board of
Education four years ago, she could not
say no. For over 45 years, Morris and
his wife Carol have dedicated their lives
to Hillel Yeshiva. During tonight’s
event, in fact, Carol is recognized for
loaning us her husband for all these
years and for her unwavering support of
Hillel and the children of our community.

A magnificent selection of exceptional Judaica in full view at the Fine
Art showecase.

David Mugrabi and family bring fine art and exceptional taste to our
little summer enclave.

Sally Tawil and her mom, Paulette Jemal, get ready for a spectacular
fundraiser.

A wonderful evening celebrating Hillel Yeshiva in the home of our
gracious hosts, Sally and Ralph Tawil.

Isaac Massry and Lou Shalom, tremendous supporters of Hillel and
so many community organizations.

Gayle Krost helps to welcome the crowd for a night of art and culture.

Please turn to page 4!
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BY RENE BEYDA

Nestled in a cozy corner between
the Deal Casino and Phillips Beach is
a spot that seems to be blessed with
gentle sunshine, a perfect ocean
breeze, luscious blue hydrangeas, and
a bustle of athletic activity. Since the
beginning of the summer, from 8 A.M
till 8 P.M, people of all ages have been
flocking to this hot spot to enjoy one
of the best outdoor activities summer-
time in Deal has to offer!TENNIS"

The Deal Tennis Club has been around
for many years and has always had its
share of popularity, but this summer

the Deal Tennis Club is under new owner-
ship.  One of the Owners and Managing
Partners, Sammy J. Sutton, states with
excitement and enthusiasm, “The focus was
to bring new life to a club that has been
around for years at the most popular location
in Deal – next door to the Deal Casino.” 

From Monday to Friday the very
competent Turnberry Isle Resort Tennis
Director Colon Nunez runs a clinic for
20- 25 ladies in the morning. Later in

the day, from 5-8pm, Nunez supervises
an after-camp clinic for kids, ages 4-16.
Colon Nunez brings with him 38 years
of experience. He has coached profes-
sional tennis players such as Michael

Chang, Andre Gomez, Pancho Segura,
Fred Stolle, and Jaime Yzaga.  One of
the things that Sammy J admires most
about Colon is his terrif ic demeanor
with the kids. “He focuses on technique
and really develops their stamina as
well.” 

Sammy says, “Seeing these kids
away from their electronic distractions,
being active outdoors in the fresh air
and participating in one of the greatest
sports created is a very enjoyable sight
to watch.”

The activity is constant at the Deal
Tennis Club. During the hours of 11-
3pm, from Monday to Thursday, big yel-
low buses from David Dweck’s Camp
AllSport pull up and dozens of smiling,
eager children spill onto the 5 clay
courts. Approximately 300 children
from AllSport enjoy a one-hour session
of tennis instruction each week. David
Dweck appreciates that his campers can
enjoy the outdoor fun and are learning
to play a game that they can enjoy well
into adulthood on such well-maintained
courts. 

Friday is open court time w kids clin-

ics continuing from 5-7pm. Sundays are
available for lessons, open court time,
tournaments and birthday parties. A
post-camp clinic is being planned for
the end of August. Please call 732-517-
8808 to register. 

The owners of the Deal Tennis Club
also own and run two other tennis clubs.
One is the Bridgeview Tennis Club in
Brooklyn across from Ceasar’s Bay. The
other is CityView Racquet Club and Spa
in Long Island City, a magnif icent
indoor clay court facility located 10
minutes from NYC. What makes this
club special, aside from its 7 indoor ten-
nis courts, 4 squash courts, a state-of-
the-art Fitness Center n’ Spa, a luxuri-
ous Cocktail Lounge n’ Bar, an outdoor
deck and terrif ic views of the
Manhattan skyline, is the clientele of
past and present tennis pros and many
famous personalities.

So if Tennis is your game or you'd
like to start playing look no further.
Please call Deal Tennis Club at 732 517-
8808 to register or with any questions.
You can also reach Sammy J Sutton
directly 732- 610- 6990.

Tennis Everyone!! 
Get Into the Swing at the Deal Tennis Club

Sammy J. Sutton with campers
from Camp AllSport at the Deal
Tennis Club.
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Gayle continues, “It was really per-

fect timing. We were able to bring in a
new Head of School with twenty-f ive
years experience. Dr. Ruth Katz is an
energetic and dynamic person who
believes in decorum, discipline and the
very best in education. We wanted to
come out of our comfort zone and make
real changes. As parents, as educators,
and as community leaders we felt that
we must set our children up for success.
We have to guide them towards becom-
ing good people with good midot. It has
to be intertwined into the fabric of who
they are. If we can do that, we are suc-
cessful. With Dr. Katz, all the dreams
we had for Hillel came true.”

With a new Head of School came a
restructuring of the entire Hillel expe-
rience. She believes that every child is
successful at something; it is only a
matter of bringing it to the surface.
Gayle explains, “With everyone on the
same page, we were able to make
change. We began a new math curricu-
lum, social studies, art; we built a new
science lab, brought in a Gruss com-
puter lab, started a new Sephardic
Keri-ah program with Rabbi Maslaton
under the leadership of Rabbi Saul
Kassin; we hired new teachers...We had
a great team and it created so much
excitement!”

The proof, it turns out, is in the pud-
ding. Hillel Yeshiva is a member of the
National Honor Society. Nearly one
third of the students are members in
good standing. In any given year 96 –
100% of Hillel students have gone onto
college. In the last decade Hillel stu-
dents have been accepted to MIT, Yale,
Columbia, Barnard, Tufts, Brown,
Emory, George Washington, Duke and
John Hopkins. As recently as this year
students have been accepted to
Princeton, NYU, Rutgers Honors,
SUNY at Binghamton, Boston
University, and Yeshiva University. This
past spring, our students took 45 AP
tests, 24 were scores of either fours or
f ives, in Calculus, Chemistry, Physics,
English Language and English
Literature. In addition, Hillel Yeshiva
Boys Varsity Softball Team has won the
Yeshiva Championship two years in a
row.
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A year later, another new face

entered the scene, Rabbi Howard Bald,
the new Head of High School. “ He
became a part of our team and we never
looked back. All the pieces of the puzzle
came together…we were partners, like a
marriage, and we built up the school

like our family. Every day we thought,
‘How can we make this better?”

And so, I ask her, how can you?
What is in store for Hillel for the next
ten years? Gayle replies, “The strides
we have taken over the last few years are
amazing. Our team is vibrant and we are
in sync with what our children need and
what we need to do to get them where
they have to be. Looking to the future,
we hope to weave more chesed, midot
and school spirit into the school day. We
need to teach these kids the intangible
things that will make them good peo-
ple…good people that have dignity and
respect for themselves and oth-
ers…good people that are also good
Jews. Education helps you to learn
about yourself, to grow up and to
become productive members of society.
There is nothing more important. I feel
blessed to be working with such a great
administration, it is a new dimension to
my own education.”
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Gayle thoroughly enjoyed this f irst

class evening; “Hillel brought culture to
the community in an exquisite way.”
Charlotte Cohen called the night,
“Ref ined and classic…on a scale of 1-
10, it was an eleven!” Sammy Saka

summed it up, “Perfection… a smashing
success.” 

Sally and Ralph Tawil, hosts of the
evening, could not be more pleased,
“Reflecting back on this special night in
Hillel Yeshiva history, we are over-
whelmed with gratitude to our guests,
the true champions of the evening.  For
it was not the masterpieces, the gor-
geous silver, or the f ine wine that made
the evening so outstanding.  It was our
dedicated and committed supporters
who demonstrated their unwavering
support for our school. We are honored
to have been a part of this unforgettable
evening.”
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I believe that completes an evening

of beauty and charm that will not be for-
gotten for many years to come. If you
missed it, I am sorry, the Metropolitan
Museum of Modern Art is at 5th Ave
and 82nd. The Guggenheim is on 5th
and 89th. The Whitney is at Madison
and 75th. Unfortunately, that’s the only
way you’ll see even half of the gift
Hillel brought to Deal for one magical
evening. Art is so many things. It is bril-
liance, endurance, grandeur and opu-
lence. It is inspiring, connecting, edu-
cating and enlightening. Sometimes, it
is even genius, and always, it will be
here tomorrow. Culture isn’t half bad!
See you at the Met!

A Cultural Experience...Fine Art Fundraiser Aids Hillel Yeshiva...Continued from page 43

To Place A Classified,
Please Call 718-998-7600

The Jewish Voice would like to acknowledge the 
photographic contribution of Mr. Morris Antebi whose

images were an integral part of the our coverage of
Special People Caring For Special Children...

Rx:Time, Attention and Lots of Love.
We appologize for not noting 

Mr. Antebi•s photo contribution.


