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Tax Probe Leads Swiss Banks
to Terminate U.S. Clients

Senate Adds $5M
for Non-Profits and
Religious Institutions

BY JEWISH VOICE STAFF

After Bronx Bomb Plot Was Thwarted,
Gillibrand  Urged Greater Federal
Investment in Letter to Homeland Security
Subcommittee.

n Increase in Federal Funding from §

A Million to $20 Milion Will Provide
Synagogues, Churches, Communji
Centers with Additional Resources to Prof
Against The Threat of Terrorist Attacks
Washington, D.C. —U.S. Senator Kirs
Gillibrand today announced the U.S. Sel
passed the Homeland Security Appropriat
Bill that included an additional $5 milliol
dollars in federal anti-terror funding to hejp
safeguard civil, religious and communi
institutions from terrorist attack, for a total
$20 million in federal resources. Funding |
year for The Urban Area Security Initiativd
(UASI) non-profit program was an insuffi
cient $15 million. Senator Gillibrand worke
hard for these federal dollars to help preven
New York City religious and cultural institu-

t
awyers for UBS leave a U.S Federal Court in Miami following a
tions. In New York State alone, only 55 of 18'jdgess orders to delay the start of a trial where UBS would have to

applications were able to receive any fundin . - . .

af 2,.. Y reveal the identities of thousands of Americans suspected of usiag
“These federal dollars will arm our non-bank to evade taxes.

profits with the resources they need to gua

us from attacks and keep us safe,” Senat

Gillibrand said. “No New Yorker, o

American, should ever have to live and woi . UBtﬁ Febrt;_ary l.?.h 2009_t h{ﬁs I'eSL:::F
ship in fear of being targeted because of wt  AS United States Internal Revenue in this caution. The suit alleges tha

they are or what they believe. But as NpService investigations into Swiss Lhef bazklgndlét; cus(;orr:weasgave consplretc
York City's places of faith, worship and com-banking giant UBS drag on, the rip- |ee Irt?#] t |e de:n e s glpr\]/emr(;enl
munity gatherings continue to be targeted|kple effects of suspected offshore tax giimately owed tax revenue. The sult, a
hatred, we need to step up our efforts to grevasion is influencing an ever-grow-
tect them.” ing number of Swiss banking institu-
In response to the May arrests of fditions. Fear of scrutiny by U.S. financial privacy protect such informatio
attempted terrorists targeting two Jewish syiauthorities is evident as even smaller from disclosure. Previously, UBS did allo
agogues in New York City, Senator Gillibran )
wrote to the Senate Subcommittee Opate or restrict cross-border U.S. which did not infringe on client confidential
Homeland Security calling for greater federy, siness. The massive UBS has alsdity codes.
al investments for the Urban Area Secu tconfirmed that it no longer handles Should it select to refuse the suni

Ignunallfc?ﬁev(vuéosrl? cr}:)yrgpcrsgllt rZ[iZ?JS;na:]C retail accounts in Switzerland for mons outright, UBS will face majo
! U.S.-based individuals.

community institutions against threats of ter >~
rorist attacks. division closed last year.
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52,000 American clients;

d its senior executives to possib
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A Cultural Experiencef
Fine Art Fundraiser
Aids Hillel Yeshiva

BY SOPHIA FRANCO

As a community, we are pretty
predictable. Mostly, the men go to
work and the women take care of the
kids (although that is changing
more often than not these days). We
exercise, go to lunches, dinners, par-
ties, meetings, fundraisers but most-
ly, we worry about our children,

U.S. government suit filed against doing everything and anything to
dmake their lives just a little bit bet-

ter than ours.
0

0
known as the “John Doe” summons, orders
UBS to reveal the identities of approximately me here! | know this is not true across the
current SWIss poard, but admit it. We live in New York

of ulture, on the other hand, has taken
a back seat for most of us. Now |

‘can hear your growls...don't yell at

and | bet half of you haven't been in a
museum in the last year. When we go to

‘private Swiss banks begin to termi- authorities to access select accounts, actionparis we spend more time in Chanel and

Dior than we do in the Louvre. Say that I'm
wrong, | dare you.

This year, for the Hillel Yeshiva
fundraiser, Sally and Ralph Tawil changed

2' hat, at least for a few days. From the start

it was clear that this event was going to be

Please turn to page 42
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Continued from cover

spectacular. Accompanying the hand deli
ered invitation designed by The Paper Moo
was a beautiful coffee table book on Art an
Artists. Aware that their intended audienc
would require some tutelage, this was th|
perfect way to warm them up for the lessol
to come. Then, turning their home or
Elberon Avenue into a virtual museum, thq
Tawils ensured that the most exquisite an|
rare works of art both painted and sculpte|
made their way here to our little summe|
enclave and drew a crowd that was botj
amazed and generous.

RI"I#$C%

As pioneers, the committees that ru
Hillel have been building from scratch
since the day that they opened. Young
innovative and always creative, they
have been at the forefront of fundraisin
from day one. Beginning with the very
first Chinese Auction so many yearg
ago, to the hundreds of events, bak

The atmosphere is breathing opulence
and taste. Somehow it is clear that the
art is bigger than we are.

To top it off, our very own communi-
ty artist, Irene Mamiye overwhelms the
crowd with her extraordinary photo-
graphs. According to reviews, “Irene
Mamiye gives life to a painterly quality
in the language of abstract expression-
ism. ... The contrast of incandescence
with a composition of bold, sensuous
lines - echoing Pollock, Rothko, and the
New York school philosophy that has
inspired the artist - has an absorbing
effect, which is intensified by the mas-
sive scale of the images.” To the layman,
they are bright and happy, filled with
movement and light...just fabulous!

)*+,RIC

As if that were not enough, the entire
second floor is filled with more. Israeli
Impressionist oils on canvas brought in
by Avi Polanski are a breathtaking view
on biblical events, Jewish life and mod-

sales and raffles that have followedSally and Ralph Tawil join forces with their aunt, Charlotte Cohen, toern religious sites. Downstairs, sterling
create an evening to remember.

Hillel never disappoints. The past few
years have brought us an incredible 50t
Anniversary Dinner in honor of the
Ashkenazi family, an Alumni Dinner
second to none, a Benefactor Lunched
Event that amazed all in attendance, a
so many more remarkable new ways
fundraise.

Always looking for a new angle,
Sammy Saka, the Yeshiva's Presiden|
and Ralph Tawil and Isaac Massr
members of the Board of Directors
decided that this year they would aw
the people with something new an(
unusual...something they'd never see|
before. They wanted a real showj
case...and they got it. With the help of
few key people in the art world, master|
pieces from world-renowned artists deg
orated the walls of one of the mos
exquisite homes in the area. The resu
a night of splendor, rich with educatio
and beauty.

%$&'R#SC% ) Sammy Saka, Morris Franco, Isaac Masry work together to ensure
In this new economy, one might shy

away from grand purchases such aOUr childrenss bright and successful future.

paintings or sculptures and yet, in the
last twenty years art has retained it
value stronger than real estate, stoc
and most business ventures. For thi
event, Hillel brings in the finest of the
lot with tremendous gratitude to both
the Mugrabi family and Eddie and Sug
Mishan. The Mugrabis attend about 10
art auctions annually, approximately|
one every three days. Some say the]
own the largest and most valuable pri
vate collections of art in the world with
over 3,000 works of art worth perhaps 4
billion dollars. When asked to explain
why they are buying, Alberto Mugrabi
explains, “When the empires fall "
Roman, Greek " all that is left is the
art.”

“Art in itself is a social commen-
tary,” explain Sue and Eddie Mishan,|
both Hillel parents and art dealers, “It is|
an expression of a person’s cultura]
experiences, without having anything td
do with their business or family... it is
its own language, like music or archi-
tecture...it may make you thoughtful,
sad, happy or sensitive, but good or ba
art always makes you feel.”

(R#$&%'R
Throughout the majestic home works

his grandon's home to benefit Hillel.

Ralph Tawil and his wife Julie, so proud, enjoy a beautiful evening in

surrounds and astounds us with its intri-
cate construction and magnificent pres-
entation. Swed Masters Workshop and
Shuki Freiman impress us with their
cool, modern Judaica, from challah
boards to menorahs to wine cups.
Combining ancient tradition and style to
create modern, functional, ritual art of
exceptional quality, each item is created
like a puzzle to keep you guessing and
admiring for many years to come.

In the library, there is more to
behold. Torah scrolls, Megilot, and
every case imaginable from Judaica
Illluminations impresses and intrigues
us. It is clear; from silverware to illumi-
nated manuscripts, from Ketuba to
Parochet, here in the Tawil home there
is Judaica for every occasion.

,-"%$C%

To complete the experience, Ralph
invited Josh Schupak, an exclusive deal-
er of kosher wines. Situated on the sec-
ond floor balcony overlooking the
incredible backyard is a bar stocked
with the finest of the finest. As the
crowd enjoys the delectable red, white
and rose, they look below take in the
speeches, the honors and the announce-
ments of so many generous pledges.

On a breezy summer evening, what
could be more luxurious than browsing
around a most beautiful home, enjoying
a delicious glass of premium wine,
ogling a handpicked selection of this
century’s finest art, and knowing that all
of this is to benefit the school you care
about most? This is truly, “Over the
top.”

1$*-IR1$(

With people thanked, awards given,
and donations made, the evening is
complete, but the story is not. Charlotte
Cohen, event coordinator and Hillel par-
ent has worked hand in hand with the
school for over 30 years bringing us the
most fantastic and meticulous experi-
ences in fundraising. Asked what her
inspiration is, she explains, “The suc-
cess of my children and grandchildren is
due in most part to Hillel. It goes full
circle, what we put in, we get out.”

“What inspires me? The children and
their needs. Three years ago, a new
baseball field, two years ago, a new
indoor playground, last year, a new state

valued between $10,000 and $800,00fch. Watercolors by Marc Chagall,Richard Prince, silkscreen by Kennyof the art outdoor playground. This year
dollars graciously brought in by thesculptures by Keith Haring, oils bySharf, canvases by Damian Hirst andVe are in such need, all monies will go

Mugrabis light up almost every squarelean-Michel Basquiat, acrylics

byeven diamond dust by Andy Wharhol.

_directly towards financial crisis. We
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